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' But no one could rejoice more whole-heartedly in the
possibilities of the Social Work than did Commissioner
Railton when once the scheme was fairly launched. My last
sight of him, strangely enough, was in the Blackfriars
Shelter, London. The Meeting had closed, and Railton,
still on his knees, had his arms around a poor, woe-bcgone
drunkard, and was talking to him with the tender, hopeful
spirit of a brother.

* Probably in no other organization could Railton have
found a permanent home, but The Salvation Army gives
people scope. We had room for him, and my Father was
enabled to harness and use his marvellous powers and
personality for the benefit of the whole world.'

The question of Uniform came up as early as 1875,
when, in a letter to Mrs. Booth, Railton deals exhaus-
tively with it in relation to the question of women's
dress. He writes:

' I am puzzled to know what line to take. ... It seems
to me that the strongest line of argument is that this desire
to dress up is a worldly lust, and to insist that if any one
follows a lust which is so universally manifest amongst
the unconverted, they are evidently going with the multi-
tude to do evil " Oh, but,7' some one will say, " I don't
look into shop windows, I wear no jewellery, no gaudy
finery; I wear neither chignon nor pads of any kind; I have
no more dresses than are necessary, and am not extravagant
in money or time for dress." And yet all the time this
woman with good taste may be just as much in earnest to
dress for effect as the others who have common taste.

' What is worldly dress? ' he asks later. ' It really
seems almost a pity that Jesus was not a woman, and that
we have no life of a model woman in the Bible as we have
of a man. (I should not mind arguing that this arises from
the stupidity of the great men before and after Christ, who
would never suffer a woman to teach or to usurp authority
over the man, and who consequently prevented any woman
from becoming such a one as God could have shown for
a model.) . . .

. ' I confess the more I study the matter the more difficult
it seems to strike out on a line of thought that shall affect
people at all. I cannot see that Christ ever definitely touches